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IS commonplace events of today

I become Interesting Watery what
viewed through On taunt of UM

distance ef a few years TINt aa-

jjotlced maa aC today beeemea la a few
yean UM man of destiny UM of
a Dew the 1

or the new leader of an old party It to

then that all of UM events of lei early
life become tall of interest His early
life his comrades with whom be was en
term of Intimacy his MMe surreead-
lng and UM heaee m which IM lived ate
clothed with a now Interest

Of the mat Ilk assselatea MB boss
there is but little known Little by Mt
tle from various sources tide iaforma-
tlon is collected sad fttted together with
such judicious trimming that a good story
may not be laseened by the toiling tor
the huiMlredti time or a shining virtue
dimmed by skeleton of doubtful
origin and from thta patchwork kinful y
arranged we of later times road UM hta
tory of the maa sad his work

Peculiar Freaks of HJetoty

homes or localities Ltttlo history I

written until Uia has softened all de-

fects and Illumined an of UM most im-

portant la fact emahaelaed all
that we would moot dour te hoar aad
from Ibis coadltte w have had aueh a
large nuirber of houses pointed oat aa
pine where Washington wao
entertained that wo have wondered
wbttiur the Father of hta Gantry had
ruu h to do beside beta entertained
U have bow aotomaty taformed that
this house that aad fthe oUter
bous wan made of bricks brought from
England unui we hare wandered If all
or th ships of the mother eoaotry were
pil 9 carry any other cargoes beoide-
atn j from which te make houses tor tIM

c iioDinta and bow booa lad to make
the inquiry for BOOM aaitahto-
Aliy the earl setlWi tIN not take
trinh fur iv n the material was

at haM uM marry hrtrltawJiiora
rime to the o ni at an arty day awl

tiioit dcubt were at only competent
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to make lank bat did make aad faratak
brick fw the Bomerooa houses watch an
aow pointed oat aa beta but of Im-

ported material

History Written
AaMe from such etvtona iBaocaracioa-

aa say be discovered la all history not
baaod entirely oa records at tho
time there la doubtless a largo and

amount of history rolattas te
tINt National Capital and tu surround-
ings which has never boon written for
tile roaoon that tIN events at the time
used unimportant and whoa after de-

velopments brought te tile the
importance of some of the neat of
earlier the searcher for the
waa unable to lad all of the InfonoaifcHt
of wmeh ho WM la aaarch sad haa
therefore merely given tho boat thai
jculd be obtained

u thoao who lived at the time whoa
WaaWactoa aa a city
paper had left behind a clearly written
statement of the eoadltlona aa they then
exiated if those who la later years re-

sided here wbea the houses wore few
and tile population scattered at the
time whoa the Tiber Creek sad a dosea-

athor unimportant streams divided thto
city late natural dlvialoaa had left be-

aind them a earefally prepared
of the eoaditlona then exiatla the pies
eat lahmoitaat aot be to croatly
surprised to know that at on Urns wotl
yards to the vicinity of the Baltlmou
and Ohio depot were Supplied with
brought by boats from the mouth of th
Tiber at Seventeenth Street and the riv-

er and that this creek paaaed UM Cen-

ter Market oa ita course to UM Balti-

more and Ohio depot It would then
seem leee strung to know that flak were
caught along that section of the city
known aa Peaaaylvaoia Arouse ad
Tenth Street that at thorp waa-

nahlag at tile prmat she of the Ma
acute Temple that boys need to lint
la that sorties of the city betweaa X

milt was atawllac sear K and North
ftpJtol Streets which was fur H 1
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with power from aa artlncJal lake

There la probahy no section of that
territory now withJa the limits er the
city eo rich in historic interest aa that
part of Oooraetowa west of Rock Crook
and aottta of N Street la fact the
territory might well he narrowed down
te more elreaanrriheil It we are
seeking for early history aa the early
settlers located their near te the
river aa a matter of convenience aa the
river waa the eoaaoeUng link the means
of commnnleati with all of the great
sources of auppHea Water Street was
at see time the Wall Street of activity
of Ooorgetowa la the days when It was
George Tewa Aad at that time nee
M Street was a little too far from
the neater f trade a d the chief point
of Intereat-

Qeorgetowa has atany historic houses
about which little to known aad
have been replaced along Water Street
by Dualneoa houses and their identity
wholly lost by the demands of trade
en this account much of the older part
of Georgetown haa become unrecogniz-
able and the pneoa where suck noted
men aa President Waahlngton Thomas
Jefferson Joha Adams and others were
woof te assemble have been Imperfect-
ly marked and muck of use hiatory-
ciuatertng about them la traceable to
tradition and Imperfect memories

Waabtngtena Headquarters
At 4M M Street there can be round

la a pod state of aa old
stone bulhlina with low telling and a
sharp pitched roof which haa been V-

igaated by a tablet aa the house need
by Washington aa his headquarters
while the survey of the National Capi-
tal was in progreaa There le also a
tradition that children playing In
attic of this little building many years
ago some drawings sod plane
which seemed to lea some relation to
the early plans of the city and on the
other hand we are Informed that there
la o authentic history which points to
any occupancy of this house by Presi-
dent WaahlngtoB on say occasion

There to aIM a tradition that
hn t once stood on the corner of a
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Georgetown Richer in An
tique Buildings Than
Other Sections of Dis-
trict W ashingtons
Headquarters While the
Survey Was In Progress

Mansion Foxall
House and Ruin o f Tav-
ern Still S nd ttt jt
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plantation and that nearby was a flue
spriag of water If the house was form-
erly the house of a plantation owner it
may be true that Washington wWIc 2
President of the United States viaiiod
this house for there is abundant hk
tonal proof that he visited

in Math 1781 and conferred with
Major LKnfaat concerning the plans of
the Capital City that he at or about
this time conferred with the owners of
the farms sad plantations then within
the limit of the proposed territory
afterward known aa the District of
Columbia and that between the

and the President an agreement
was effected by which they were to con-

vey their tend to the Government for
the cooekleratloa of 2S per acre Such
portions of their lands aa were to be
used as streets and avenues were to be
donated and If the land owners wishedto
reserve such portions of their holdings
aa were occupied by their bul tilings they
wore to be permitted to do so upon the
payment of onehalf of the eatlmated
value of lands provided the build-
ings were not situated upon any of the
streets or avenues of the proposed city

Fixing Boundaries of the District
It Is also a well known historical fact

that President Washington on March 30
1791 issued a proclamation setting forth
the lines of boundary of the proposed
District of Columbia and aa this procla-
mation is dated at Georgetown it may-
be that Washington at some portion of
the time between the date of his coming
and his departure visited the house re-

ferred to for those were democratic
times and the nation was looking for a
permanent home It deliberations had
already been held in eight different
places la four different sad if
there was aay reason why the interests
of tINt nation would be promoted by a
visit of Ita Chief Executive it la quite
certain that formalities would have been
waked It may be that a friendly visit
was all that was required to convince
the plantation owner that the transfer
of hla load to the Government waa the
one thing needed to make the scheme
for the location of the National Capital
an aaawred aueceaa-

On this same street not far from the
Aqueduct Bridge stands the former
horns of Francis Seen Key whose patri-
otic songs The Banner
has placed hint at the head of song-

writers ef kill time About the identity
of this house there can be no question
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The Foxall House Thirtyf ourtk Street Georgetown

Duck Lane Georgetown i

although nanny of the tradition con-
cerning It seem wholly without founda-
tion The story that the brick used Ui
Ita construction came from Bnglaad
sews to be without foundation in view
of the research made late this theory by
persons of whose Information there re

no room for doubt
The circumstances under which the

song was written are probably familiar
to all of the readers of this paper bat
It may not be generally known that the
author of The StarSpaagled Banner
ia also the author of other verse among
which a hymn Lord With Glowing
Heart Id Praise Thee to widely knows
and In common use among the members
of the Kplscopal Church of which the
author was a strong adherent

Lad with glowing Id peals taw
Per the blta thy low

For the p rdonhec grace that Mewe peace that twos it Sew
Kelp 0 God My wok endeavor

dull eul to nature raise
Thou light the lame

Om mf tort be wanned to praise

In addition to the fame which sass
to Francis Scott Key aa the author ef
the StarSpangled Banner H he also en-
Joyed a high reputation aa a lawyer an
served through three terms as United
States Attorney for the District of Co
lumbia During some of the later years
of his residence in Washington he lived
In the house now known as 308 C Street
northwest Alter practicing law for
some years in Washington he moved to
Baltimore and died in that city en Janu-
ary 11 1W While his name to closely
associated with the early history of thi
nation his old home In Georgetown is
In the hands of strangers and his grave
at Frederick Md ia sold to be In a
condition wholly unbefitting a man i
dear to Ute hearts of the people

AH Ancient Tavern
In this same historic section of George-

town on Thirtyfourth Street between
the canal and Water Street to the
former home of the Rev Henry Foxall
who combined the occupation of a gun
maker with that of a Methodist minister

The building is an old one having been
erected In 1796 and Thirtyfourth Street
has long ago ceased to be a thorough-
fare of any prominence The stoop
grade with the roadway paved with lat
paving stones maken one wonder
whether this waa ever intended for the
purpose et traveling in more than one
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of all houses m aa unpopular section of
the ally but It will always be interest
tog aa the homo of the Methodist gun
maker who made Foundry Church glad
with his liberal gifts

Not far from Ute Foxall house and
near to that section of Water Street

Thirtysecond and Thirtythird
Streets the visitor will Sad a email
alley leading up tbs hill toward the
canal On the east aide of this alley
locally known na Duet Lane to the
ruin of aa old tavern of the ancient
time This belongs te the day of the

coach to the day when the tele-
graph and the railroad were unknown
This section was then in the elite por-
tion of Georgetown sad while the hotel
has long been abandoned for other
poses the dwellings along Water
Street have been converted into facto-
ries sad warehouses this old stone ton
ef the olden time with Its covered drive
into Ute yard ia the rear has

furnished refreshment to many
a notable in the very early days of the
nation Kven the tradition that Wash-
ington has been a guest within Its walls
to not wasting

Van Ness

The wellknown mansion of Con John
P Van on Seventeenth Street baa
often been the subject of newspaper
paragraphs Without the undoubted his-
tory of this mansion it would In ita
present half ruined condition bo dIe
cult to underataad that at the tine ef
its erection it waa cor steered the
expensive residence in the country hav-
ing been erected at a cost of shout fit
Me under the supervinton of Latrobe
the then famous architect

This residence to ales said to be the
first ia tile country to be supplied with
ho and cold water In all of the tunas
on both floors aad its furnishings were
in full keeping with the cost of the
building

Its owner General Van Ness was
one time a member of Congress from tte
State of New York and a man of good
family and possessed of abundant moan
in his own right His wealth waa con-
siderable for those early times and hie
marriage te Miss Marcia Burn tbe
daughter of David Burrs one of tile
original proprietors of Ute land now oc-
cupied by the city ef Washington
HwWerWy te the wealth at his ito
squeal
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Van Mess was a man of business and
was prominently identified with the
early business interests of Washing t a
At one time be was the president of ha
Bank of tile Metropolis His military
title seems to be baaed on tno that
at one time he was a brigadier general
ef the District Militia at about the
tints or a little after the war of ISi
The residence oa street
erected ia and the grounds oc-
cupied a whole square and included toe
site of the old homestead David
Barns a plate frame structure wh u
was removed a few years aco The
square containing the Van N s nut-
nstoawas locally known aa Mans ia
Square Prior to the erection of this
magnificent home General Van N
lived oa Eleventh Street between C aud
O Streets

The marriage ef Arthur of
South Carolina to Miss Asa AlDertina
the only daughter of General Van

fin 1821 was one of the notable soci ty
events of the time The gloom was a
grandson of one of the signers of
Declaration of Independence Sx brie s

maids and six groomsmen acetate 1 at hi
wedding and the feativitiea were MR

tinned fer nearly a month aa ach of
the bridesmaids gave a party atd
of the groomsmen gave a 1

measles of General Van Ness was no 1

during period commencing ia issw jr
Its generous hospitality for Ue JT-

Oiprietor was well known la local mind

ttonal ducks Idle wife was a dimmer
and many dlatioaoiahed ama an 1

women of that early period were ont r
tamed la the old mansion wh ch
many years has seta practically abaa
dosed sad to fast going to decay

Old Lock Beae
Farther down Seventeenth Str ct na

may lad aa old lock house a landmark
of the days when the canal
through the lower portion xt the cur
and divided off the section below it in
what was then known aa the ijlani
a term still occasionally used by th
who knew Washington la the eai y

With the allis and removal of ibo
canal tune of the old caaal lawimarks
have disappeared sad the old lock housx-
to following ia the footstep of an
of that yaaaod

MemUoaa are being apidiy
forgotten
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